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The Lakes Hub is the initiative of the Milang and District Community Association and is part of the South Australian Government's Murray Futures program, 
funded by the Australian Government's Water for the Future initiative. 

Lower Lakes Community Nurseries -  latest Newsletter 

 

The Lower Lakes Communities Nurseries newsletter is now on the Lakes Hub web site.  
 
Control +Click on the image on the right to read the newsletter 
 
 

 

DENR – Final Report on the Pelicans in the Coorong 

Breeding Australian pelican, Pelecanus conspicillatus, in the Coorong, South Australia 2010-11  
compiled by The Department of Environment and Natural Resources ( DENR) 

 

To access this report go to the following web site by Control +Click on the image on the right 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coorong Tatiara Local Action Plan – latest newsletter. 

For a look at the latest CTLAP newsletter follow the link below. 
Contents include -: 

¶ Water Security Forum - Event Features and Speaker Profiles 

¶ Pest Management Demonstration Day 

¶ On Ground Works Incentives At A Glance 

¶ Coorong Tatiara LAP Team Contact Details 
 
Control +Click on the image on the right to read the newsletter 

mailto:info@lakesub.com
mailto:meningie@lakeshub.com
http://www.lakeshub.com/
http://lakeshub.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/DENR-2011_AP-Report.pdf
http://lakeshub.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Dec-newsletter-2011.pdf
http://lakeshub.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Special-Edition-newsletter-2012.pdf


SAILING MATCH AT MILANG IN 1858 
By Terry Sim 

With the Milang to Goolwa Fresh Water Classic boat race resuming this year I thought you might be interested in the attached 
items from the media in the early 1800’s regarding a race from Milang with the local favourite, the Lady MacDonnell and the 
Adelaide favourite, the Coquette. 
 
From the SA Advertiser, Monday 12 July 1858.     (1858 was only 5 years after the first blocks in Milang were sold in 1853). 
A match has been made between the owners of the cutters Coquette and Lady Macdonald for £50 a side, to sail round a five mile square in Lake 
Alexandrina, starting off Milang, to come off 23rd of September next. The conditions are as follows-That the course shall be staked out in not 
loss than 7 feet of water. The start to take place at 11 o'clock a.m., and the race to be concluded at sunset the same day, or to be sailed over on 
each successive day until the race is concluded within the above time. £25 a-side deposit is now in the hands of Messrs. Aldridge and Bayston, 
and the remaining £25 a-side to be posted with them on the 23rd of August next or forfeit. 
 
SA ADVERTISER AUGUST 1858 

A grand match for £50 a-side, between the "Lady Macdonnell" and "The Coquette" has been arranged to come off on the 23rd of September 
next, at Milang. The final deposit of the stakes took place at Messrs. Aldridge and Bayston's, Adelaide, on Monday, 23rd August. Considerable 
interest attaches to this event, not only in the sporting world, but generally ; and should "The Coquette," the town favourite, prove herself to be 
the victor, the attention of the colonial shipbuilders will, no doubt, be directed to her shapes and lines, which are stated to be extremely 
beautiful. We understand she has one peculiarity in her build, being without a keel, but in its place is attached a centre-board, so arranged as to 
be self-acting in case of snags or shoals ; and, consequently, she is enabled to navigate shallow waters-a great "advantage over vessels with the 
permanent keel. The " Lady Macdonnell" is reputed to be the fastest craft in South Australia. A large sum of money, it is expected, will change 
hands upon the result 
of the event. 
 
SYDNEY SPORTING REVIEW OCTOBER 1858 

A sailing match between the Coquette and Lady MacDonnell for £50 a-sidc, and which has excited considerable interest for some time, took, 
place on the 23rd instant, the  wind, which in the morning was very light, began to fresh on towards the hour for the start, and during the day 
continued strong und squally. The course was twice round a square of five miles, thus making the "distance to be sailed 40 miles. Precisely at 11 
am. & beautiful start was effected, the " Lady' taking the lead. On rounding the judge's boat the first time, the " Lady" s was in advance four 
and a half minutes, and maintained her position round the second lime until both rounded the last buoy from home, when the Coquette began 
to gain upon her, and came in the winner at 4'6 p.m., the "Lady" at 4 7¿ p.m., thus gaining by a minute and a half the finest sailing match which 
has ever been witnessed in South Australia. Both boats were beautifully handled, the Coquette being steered by Mr Shepherd, and the Lady 
Mac- Donnell by Mr Hilton Starter, Mr Rae  judge, Mr Ben Varcoe. These gentlemen discharged their onerousduties to the satisfaction of all.- 
 

 
The Coquette from the Australian Dictionary of Biography :  
Townsend Duryea (1823-1888), In 1857 Duryea used experience gained in 
America as a shipbuilder to build the thirty-foot cutter Coquette behind the 
Maid and Magpie Hotel at Magill. Though the cutter was said to be for the 
River Murray trade but it was used mainly in racing. 
 
The Lady MacDonnell  - was a 21 foot craft owned and built by Mr Chant at 
Port Adelaide. She was built specifically for the lakes. 

                                                                                                                                                                                              An example of a Cutter in that era                       

On line opinion 

You might like to check out On Line Opinion link for local identity, Di Bell’s take on the journeys of Burke and Wills in 

1861 and the journey of the Murray-Darling Basin Authority 150 years later. 

http://www.onlineopinion.com.au/view.asp?article=13090 

The Living Murray's story – a free book from the MDBA 

The Murray-Darling Basin Authority launched 'The Living Murray Story', a detailed look at the history and 
achievements of one of Australia's largest river restoration projects. 
 
Over the past decade and through the worst drought on record, The Living Murray program has attempted to 
restore the health of the River Murray by returning water to the environment and building infrastructure to 
efficiently deliver water to the Murray's wetlands, floodplains and forests. 

http://www.onlineopinion.com.au/view.asp?article=13090
http://www.ecovoice.com.au/eco-news/8609-the-living-murrays-story


The Living Murray story is not just about the river, but also about the many people who have worked to make 
the vision of the program a reality. These include community members, rice growers, 
scientists, Aboriginal people and land managers. 
This book is a timely summary of how an environmental water recovery program has 
played a critical role in all sections of the river community. 
The Living Murray program is a joint initiative funded by the New South Wales, Victorian, 
South Australian, Australian Capital Territory and the Commonwealth governments, 
coordinated by the Murray-Darling Basin Authority. 
The book is free and can be ordered from the publications section of the Murray-Darling 
Basin Authority.  
To go to the web site control + click on the picture on the right. 
 

 

Myrtle rust (Uredo rangelii) – a threat to SA eucalypts 

By Clare Manning, Coorong, Lower Lakes Senior Ranger Ecologist fro DENR 
 

Myrtle Rust has been found in Victoria for the first time at a retail nursery on the Mornington Peninsula. 
The presence of Myrtle Rust in Australia was first identified in April 2010 and is now widespread in NSW and 
Queensland. It is not known whether the disease has reached Victoria through the nursery trade, spores spread by 
the wind from NSW or on people's clothing, and others). The Department of Primary Industries (DPI) is inspecting 
nurseries linked to the affected outlet to determine how it has arrived in Victoria (tracing back) and how far it may 
have spread. Please find below a hyperlink to the media release from DPI. 
  
http://www.dpi.vic.gov.au/about-us/news/media-releases/category/agriculture/first-detection-of-myrtle-rust-in-victoria 

  
Surveillance in SA is currently happening in numerous nurseries by PIRSA and in Botanic Gardens and at State Flora 
at Belair and Murray Bridge by DENR. 
Being near to Victoria, it would be good to be on the lookout for Myrtle Rust in the South East. 
  
If you do suspect Myrtle Rust in SA, please report to the Exotic Plant Pest Hotline on 1800 084 881. 
  
For more information go to : 
www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecuritysa/planthealth/emergency_plant_pests/myrtle_rust/identification_sheet   

http://www.ecovoice.com.au/eco-news/8607-war-on-rust-bid-to-save-australias-eucalypts 

 

RIVER MURRAY – weekly  FLOW ADVICE     

For weekly flow / level reports on the River Murray and Lakes go to the following website 
www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au  
Up‐to‐date River Murray flow and water level information can be accessed at the Department for Water, SA 
Water and Murray‐Darling Basin Authority websites: 
http://data.rivermurray.sa.gov.au 
www.sawater.com.au/SAWater/Environment/TheRiverMurray/River+Murray+Levels.htm 
http://www.mdba.gov.au/water/live‐river‐data 
Details of river height and rainfall information in the River Murray within Victoria and New South Wales are 
available at the Bureau of Meteorology website: 
http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood 
Information on the discharge of acid drainage water into the Lower River Murray can be accessed online at 
www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au 
 

http://www.dpi.vic.gov.au/about-us/news/media-releases/category/agriculture/first-detection-of-myrtle-rust-in-victoria
http://www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecuritysa/planthealth/emergency_plant_pests/myrtle_rust/identification_sheet
http://www.ecovoice.com.au/eco-news/8607-war-on-rust-bid-to-save-australias-eucalypts
http://www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au/
http://www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au/
http://www.mdba.gov.au/services/publications/more-information?publicationid=108


DAILY RECORDINGS – RIVER MURRAY DATA 

Data received from http://e-nrims.dwlbc.sa.gov.au/Telemetry/Default.aspx?App=RMW 

DATE JAN 9th -13th January 2012 

    

DATE SITE WATER LEVEL (AHD) 
SALT 
(EC) 

9 
 

0.574 18,757 

10 
 

0.558 13,789 

11 GOOLWA 0.416 8295 

12 
 

0.634 8390 

13 
 

0.736 1274 

  AVERAGE 0.584 10,101 

DATE SITE WATER LEVEL ( AHD) 
SALT 
(EC) 

9 
 

0.615 551 

10 
 

0.618 544 

11 MILANG JETTY 0.652 544 

12 
 

0.693 545 

13 
 

0.709 555 

  AVERAGE 0.657 548 

DATE SITE WATER LEVEL (AHD) 
SALT 
(EC) 

9 
 

0.635 478 

10 
 

0.645 475 

11 RAUKKAN OFFSHORE 0.652 478 

12 
 

0.668 483 

13 
 

0.691 482 

  AVERAGE 0.658 479 

DATE SITE WATER LEVEL (AHD) 
SALT 
(EC) 

9 
 

0.729 5046 

10 
 

0.704 5040 

11 MENINGIE JETTY 0.630 5170 

12 
 

0.605 5243 

13 
 

0.618 5194 

  AVERAGE 0.657 5139 

DATE SITE WATER LEVEL (AHD) 
SALT 
(EC) 

9 
 

0.689 5055 

10 NORTH 0.677 5036 

11 WARRENGIE 0.590 4976 

12 POINT 0.616 4982 

13 LAKE ALBERT 0.658 4997 

  AVERAGE 0.646 5009 

 

 

 

 

http://e-nrims.dwlbc.sa.gov.au/Telemetry/Default.aspx?App=RMW


CALENDAR OF EVENTS  for more info contact the Lakes Hub 

If you have any relevant community event or courses that you would like added to the Calendar of Events please contact the Lakes Hub. 

 

 

Disclaimer 

All the links and articles in this Bulletin are provided as a courtesy to recipients. While I try and keep these links and articles as up-to-date as possible, I can't 
guarantee their accuracy, adequacy, timeliness, or completeness. 
In addition, the existence of a link to another site or resource does not constitute a recommendation or endorsement of that site or resource. The Lakes Hub 
does not accept responsibility or liability for any information at any of the sites linked to from this Bulletin. 
If you feel a link description, site, piece of advice or anything else mentioned here is inappropriate, do let me know and I will endeavour to correct it where 
necessary. 
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20 Greening Australia –Revegetation & Restoration workshops - Mt Barker Contact :  Jo Clarke, Vegetation Consultant, Greening Australia, M 0427 181 
585      www.greeningaustralia.org.au 

21  

22 Fresh Water Classic – Milang to Goolwa yacht race 

23  

24  

25  

26  

27  

28 Yesterday’s Power Rally   Milang Oval 28
th

 and 29
th

 January 2012 Contact : Vintage Machinery Club 85363938 
29 Yesterday’s Power Rally   Milang Oval 28

th
 and 29

th
 January 2012  Contact : Vintage Machinery Club 85363938 

30  

31  

mailto:info@lakeshub.com
http://www.greeningaustralia.org.au/

